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Fight the real problem, stop the accusations 
by Rive Sharpies 

The time has come for Grinnell Col-
lege students to stop the endless stream of 
accusations and assaults made each week 
on the opinion page of the Scarlet & Black. 
Rather than continually passing the blame 
for racism from one racial group to an-
other, we should instead be uniting to take 
action against it. Hiding behind a smoke 
screen of personal attacks and irrelevant 
criticisms will not solve racism. Acknowl-
edging the problem and working together 
to fight it will. 

All kinds of racism exist in this world. 
The issue is not which racial group is more 
racist or which group is to blame for it, but 
rather the true issue is removing racism 
from society and teaching future genera-
tions to judge people based on inner quali-
ties, not superficial characteristics like skin 
color or physical appearance. 

It is easier to attack well-known lead-
ers than to provide solid reasons for a racist 
attitude. Malcom X, the victim-of-choice 
on lastweek' s opinion page [see Washburn, 
Nov. 13], was and remains an inspiration 
to many in the civil rights movement. 
Overcoming a life of drug-dealing and 
pimping, Malcolm X reversed the nega-
tive direction of his life after he was thrown 
in prison, by educating himself with books 
and newspapers. In the Autobiography of 
Malcolm X, he faces and acknowledges  

his own racism toward white people, a 
prejudice ingrained in him by the assault 
and murder of his father by a group of 
unidentified men, a life of fear and poverty 
in the ghetto, and ignorance. 

In chapter 19 of his autobiography, 
Malcolm X says, "I don't speak against the 
sincere, well-meaning, good white people. 
I have learned that there are some. I have 
learned that not all white people are racists. 
I am speaking against and my fight is 
against the white racists...." In 1965, the 
year of his assassination, Malcolm X had 

To the editor: 
I expect that many people on this 

campus may be growing weary of the 
countless letters which have been written 
to this newspaper about Mike Washburn's 
column, and of his continual insulting 
remarks about the intelligence and writ-
ing ability of his critics. However, that is 
why I have written this letter. 

Since Mike Washburn has been at 
this school, I have read articles in which 
he has tried to show that the break-up of 
the Soviet Union has proved that Marx-
ism is a flawed ideology. He has accused 
an American History professor at this 
college of being a communist, because  

reached the conclusion that the white man 
was not inherently evil as he had once 
believed, but that American society advo-
cated and promoted racial attitudes which 
made the acknowledgment of and fight 
against racism extremely difficult. 

Malcolm X believed in action. In-
stead of being trampled upon by the major-
ity while waiting for laws of equality and 
fairness to develop in the system, he urged 
people to stand up for their rights. Just as 
a parent teaches a child to defend himself 
and to not be pushed around by others, 

Malcolm X taught people that they did not 
have to take meekly beatings and tenor-
ization. 

The achievements ofM alcolm X com-
mand the respect of many. If he could face 
and overcome his racism, surely we, as 
intelligent, educated and privileged Grin-
nell students can, too. 

As leaders of tomorrow, we must 
begin our fight against racism now, here 
on campus. This includes challenging 
things we read in the school newspaper 
that we find offensive or untrue. While 

enjoy a genetic intellectual superiority 
over people of color. He has accused 
Malcolm X of having committed plagia-
rism. He has referred to Papa Owusu, a 
student at this college, as a "semi-literate" 
"six-foot infant," and he has accused 
Owusu of having committed grammati-
cal "blunders" in his alleged journalistic 
"tantrum." He has blamed the African-
American community for its own pov-
erty, citing "black-on-black crime" and 
"crack addiction," only just stopping short 
of arguing that black people are "too lazy 
to find work," as the reasons for the nu-
merous problems in that community. That 
is a pretty long list, though it is by no 

speech should not be censored, students 
should see beyond the name-calling and 
superficial accusations made previous is-
sues of this publication to the real problem 
at hand: stopping racism and discrimina-
tion against every race. 

Here at Grinnell College, in a place 
where hundreds of intelligent minds have 
gathered, students have a great potential to 
make a difference in the world. If we can't 
see through to the real problem and over-
come our own racism, how can we ever 
expect others to change? 

means complete. 
When a person defends a back-wa-

ter, xenophobic, racist, nativist politician, 
claiming that that politician appeals to 
white people who fear that this country no 
longer belongs to them, that means some-
thing. When a person continually insults 
the intelligence and writing ability of his 
African and African-American opponents, 
that means something. When a person 
opposes the incorporation into an aca-
demic curriculum of intellectual work 
that did not originate in the United States 
or Western Europe, because he or she 
considers it to be of lesser value, that 

continued on page 8 

that professor did not, in his opinion, 
portray the United States in a sufficiently 
positive manner. He has defended a"Euro-
centric " academic curriculum, presum-,, 

. ably because he only perceives any intel-
lectual value in the intellectual works of 
Europeans and Americans. He has de-
fended David Duke, a Louisiana politi-
cian who had once been a member of the 
Klu Klux Klan and had once distributed 
neo-Nazi literature, in the very article of 
the very newspaper that was carrying a 
story about the appearance of swastikas 
on a Jewish student's dorm-room door. 
He has defended a New York professor 
who had tried to prove that white people 

Letter-writer attacks columnist's arguments 
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ollege 	Study Tour to the People's Republic of China 

• • • • 
• 
• • 
• • . • • • • • 
• • 
411  • • * 
• • • • • • • • • • 
• * 
• • • • 
• • • • • • • • 
• • • 
• • 

March 18, 1993 	April 4, 1993 4, . 	— 
Sponsored by the Cowles-Kruidenier Program in Chinese Studies 

Trip Description 	 Costs 
In March of 1993, Grinnell College will offer a Study Tour to the People's Republic of China This 	As of November 15, 1992, the tour cost is estimated to be $3200, and the Grinnell College 
17-day tour will begin with an orientation session in San Francisco, conducted by the members of 	tuition for two credits, based on 1991-92 fees, is $900. 
Grinnell's Chinese Studies Program. The group will then fly to Shanghai and begin exploring water 	Program price includes round-trip transportation from Grinnell; accomodations in twin moms in 
transport — the lifelines of southern China — by touring the Huang-pu River and the port of 	China and Hong Kong; three meals daily; all rail, air, and water transportation within China; 
Shanghai. From Shanghai we will fly west to Chongqing, China's capital during the War of 	excursions, sightseeing, museum and theater visits as specified in the itinerary; transfers, portage 
Resistance Against Japan (1937-1945). At Chongqing we will board a steamship and begin our 	of one bag, guidebooks and tour notes; and visa fee and processing. 
five-day journey downstream on the Yangtze, through gorges scheduled to be submerged behind 	Program pirce does not include passport and visa photos; personal expenses; special beverages 
hydroelectric dams in the near future. Disembarking at Nanjing University, participants will attend 	with meals; independent excusions; and travel to and from San Francisco within the United States. 
lectures on contemporary China given by faculty members of Nanjing University. After the last leg 	Dates, schedules, program details and price are given in good faith and are based on a minimum 
o our journey in China, by train back to Shanghi th 	h Sh 	ill 	l 	h 	G arouguzou, we w 	expore te 	rand f 	 number of paying participants and prices estimated as of October 15, 1992. While everything 
Canal and the metropolis in the Yangtze delta. We return to San Francisco via Hong Kong on April 4. 	possible will be done to maintain the listed cost, it is subject to change, and we reserve the right to 
Prerequisite 	 levy a surcharge at the time of invoicing if this becomes necessary. 
Successful completion of at least one course on China. Students of Chinese langauge will be given 	Itinerary Modifications 
priority. 	 The itinerary described here is subject to change, but every effort will be made to carry out the 

program as planned. 
Itinerary 

flight) 	 Application Procedures  • 	March 18. Early departure from Des Moines. morning 	 (13–hour 
• March 19. Evening arrival in Shanghai. Shanghai Hotel. 	 Application forms may be obtained from Professor David Keenan or Professor Andrew Hsieh. 
• March 20. Jade Buddha Temple. Boat ride on the Huang-pu River. 	 Completed applications, together with a deposit of $300, are to be submitted to Professor Keenan 
• March 21. Departure for Chongqing (Chungking, 2–hour flight). Renmin Hotel. 	 or Professor Hsieh by February 1, 1993. The balance is due by February 15, 1993. 
• March 22. Loquat Hill. haling Bridge. The US–KMT Criminal Acts Exhibition Hall. 	 Financial Aid 
• March 23. Departing for Nanjing. (5–day boat ride through the Yangtzu Gorges. Financial aid is available to those students who are already on aid at Grinnell College. Please 
• March 27. Arriving Nanjing. Foreign Students Dormitory, Nanjing University. 	 confer with the Office of Student Financial Aid for further details.. 
• March 28. Sun Yatsen Mausoleum. Confucian Temple. Please direct all inquiries to Professor David Keenan, ARH 217B, (515) 269-4248 or Professor 
• March 29. Workers' Hospital. Nanjing University Attached School. Local Opera Performance. 	Andrew Hsieh, Carnegie 215, (515) 269-3093. 
• March 30. Early morning departure for Suzhou (3–hour train ride). Mamboo Grove Hotel. 
Tiger Hill. 	 Tour Guides 
• March 31. Afternoon departure for Shanghai(1–hour train ride). Shanghai Hotel. 	 David Keenan, who teaches Chinese at the College, grew up in Asia. hi 1988 he directed the 
• April 1. City-God Temple. The Bund. 	 New England Consortium's Peking Program. This past summer he helped to guide the Grinnell 
• April 2. Leaving for Hong Kong. 	 Delegation through Hong Kong and the PRC. 
• April 3. Free time. 	 Andrew Hsieh, who teaches East Asian history at the College, was Resident Director of the 
• April 4. Departing Hong Kong. Same day arrival in San Francisco. 

	

	 CIEE/Nanjing Program and the CIEE/Shanghai Program. He led Grinnell's first Study Tour in 
China in 1991 and travelled with the Grinnell's China Delegation this past summer 
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